
TN to undertake wildlife census
in Dharmapuri forest range, deploy camera traps
Dharmapuri, Oct 23 : The

Tamil Nadu Forest Department

will soon undertake a compre-

hensive wildlife census across

Dharmapuri’s forests, deploy-

ing 1,274 camera traps to es-

tablish whether tigers inhabit

the region and assess the pres-

ence and distribution of other

wild animals.

The exercise, to be conducted

in collaboration with the Na-

tional Tiger Conservation Au-

thority (NTCA), will cover for-

est areas throughout the dis-

trict. Officials said its findings

would support wildlife conserva-

tion, improve understanding of

animal habitats and help forest

personnel address human-wildlife

conflict.

Dharmapuri has approximately

1.72 lakh hectares of forest, ac-

counting for more than a third of

its geographical area. Despite this

extensive forest cover and the

presence of several important spe-

cies, detailed information about

wildlife populations remains lim-

ited, according to officials.

The Hogenakkal, Pennagaram and

Palacode forest ranges form part

of the Cauvery South Wildlife

Sanctuary. These forests support

elephants, leopards, dholes, bears

and several other animals, making

a systematic assessment important

for conservation planning and

habitat protection.

Under the proposed survey, cam-

era traps will be installed follow-

ing a two-kilometre grid pattern.

The devices will record animal

movements, helping forest person-

nel identify species using differ-

ent stretches and understand their

distribution across the district’s

forest landscape. Officials de-

scribed the planned exercise as the first compre-

hensive camera-trap survey of its kind in

Dharmapuri. It is expected to provide a clearer

picture of wildlife diversity and strengthen the

information available to personnel responsible

for monitoring and protection.

A key objective will be to determine whether ti-

gers are present in the district’s forests. Officials

said no tiger sightings had been recorded so far,

but connections with adjoining wildlife habitats

warranted a detailed investigation.

New Delhi, Oct 23 : Delhi Lieu-

tenant Governor T.S. Sandhu on

Friday directed officials of Delhi

Police, DDA, Delhi Fire Service,

and MCD to focus on faster on-

the-ground outcomes in safety

matters requiring joint action.

Chairing a meeting of various

agencies and departments, Sandhu

directed time-bound activities on

key civic and administrative pri-

orities related to safety in the na-

tional capital.

In a post on X, the Lieutenant

Governor wrote, “Chaired a coor-

dination meeting between

GNCTD, @DelhiPolice,

@official_dda, @MCD_Delhi

and @DelFireService today.”

“Emphasised the need for a

“whole of government” approach,

with all agencies working in close

coordination rather than in silos,

particularly on matters requiring

swift and joint action. Directed

time-bound activities on key civic

Delhi L-G TS Sandhu directs swift
multi-agency outcomes on safety issues

and administrative priorities,

with clear accountability and

faster on-ground outcomes, to-

wards a safer, better-managed

and #ViksitDilli,” said Sandhu

on X. Earlier last week, the L-G

reviewed the progress on re-

forms to reduce the compliance

burden on common citizens and

enhance ease of living through

deregulation.

The meeting on Friday came a

day after he discussed the city's

security and community-led

safety campaigns with the Police

Commissioner Anurag Kumar.

In a post on social media plat-

form X, the L-G said, "Reviewed

the progress of Deregulation and

Compliance Reduction in Delhi

today, with the ease of the com-

mon citizen at the heart of this

exercise."

"Directed all departments to

complete the exercise swiftly

and efficiently.

Integrating agriculture with solar power will
increase farmers' incomes: Shivraj Singh Chouhan
New Delhi, Oct 23 : Union

Agriculture Minister Shivraj

Singh Chouhan said on Friday

that integrating agriculture

with solar energy was opening

up a new pathway towards glo-

bal welfare and greater eco-

nomic prosperity for farmers.

Addressing the inaugural ses-

sion of the three-day

AgriVoltaics World Confer-

ence here, the Union Minister

said that the AgriVoltaics

policy must be designed to

work effectively on the fields

of the country's 85 per cent

small and marginal farmers,

ensuring that the benefits of

this technology reached those

who needed them most.

He noted that AgriVoltaics

technology would enable so-

lar panels to generate electric-

ity above the ground while

crops continued to flourish

beneath them.

Integrating energy production

with farming was therefore

one of the most important

steps that could be taken in the

interests of farmers, he said.

Chouhan added that India's

average landholding was just

0.96 hectares and that more

than 85 per cent of farmers

were small and marginal

farmers.

"Such farmers did not have

enough land to abandon cul-

tivation and install solar

power plants exclusively on

their holdings."

He suggested that Farmer

Producer Organisations

(FPOs) should be actively

involved in the initiative and

that local rural youth and

women should receive train-

ing in operating, repairing

and maintaining the equip-

ment.

He highlighted that Indian

agriculture continues to

maintain a robust growth rate

of 4.5 per cent, which is a sig-

nificant achievement in itself.
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Left stone on our head while we slept,
Sanjay Raut blasts Sachin Ahir’s defection; calls for introspection
Mumbai, Oct 23 : Launch-

ing a scathing attack on party

legislator and deputy leader

Sachin Ahir for his switch,

Shiv Sen (UBT) MP Sanjay

Raut on Friday said that Ahir

left them in the dark, drop-

ping a stone on their heads

while they were asleep.

“Even if you call this your po-

litical journey, history will re-

member it as a tainted one. If

you choose to leave even af-

ter being given everything, it

means political greed is de-

stroying you. Try poaching

workers who desire abso-

lutely nothing. A kind of de-

cay and degradation is under-

way in the state," Raut said.

He further observed that loyal

party workers who stand by

the organisation through thick

and thin have become a rar-

ity.

The remarks by Raut came a

day after Ahir jumped the

ship to join the Shinde camp

and filed his nomination for

the post of Maharashtra Leg-

islative Council Deputy

Chairperson.

Recalling Ahir's political tra-

jectory, Raut told reporters

that Ahir’s career had hit a

roadblock after his defeat by

Sunil Shinde. However,

Aaditya Thackeray revived

his political future by making

him an MLC, appointing him

as a deputy leader, making him the working presi-

dent of the Bhartiya Kamgar Sena, and handing

over the entire responsibility of Pune district to

him. "Sachin Ahir was an extremely close asso-

ciate of Aaditya Thackeray. He cannot claim that

no one was meeting him or listening to him, be-

cause Aaditya Thackeray and Uddhav Saheb met

him daily," Raut asserted.

When asked if Sachin Ahir’s defection would

increase difficulties for Aaditya Thackeray in the

Worli Assembly constituency, Raut remarked that

contentment is crucial for any human being. Raut

made a candid statement raising questions about

the party's current predicament and admitted,

"For our political future, all of us need to en-

gage in introspection."

Ahir had sent a message to his colleagues stat-

ing, "Leaving the party is my compulsion. I am

doing this for my future journey and prospects."

Reacting to this, Raut questioned, "If this is the

case, then for whom should the common

grassroots worker toil?"

Raut further noted that Ahir had previously aban-

doned NCP chief Sharad Pawar in a similar man-

ner for his career. "Pawar Saheb lifted him from

the dust to the skies, made him the MHADA

chief, a minister for several years, and the

Mumbai NCP President. Yet, he suddenly left

Sharad Pawar and his family blindsided to join

the Shiv Sena.

Delhi govt to introduce lifetime
licensing to ease legal
metrology framework : Minister Sirsa
New Delhi, Oct 23 : In a push to

improve the business climate, the

Delhi government has decided to

discontinue periodic licence re-

newal for manufacturers, dealers

and repairers under the Weights and

Measures rules and replace it with

a self-declaration-based approval

system, an official said on Friday.

The reform is part of Delhi’s De-

regulation Exercise 2.0, which seeks

to reduce compliance burden and

rationalise regulatory frameworks

across departments, said Industries

and Food Supplies Minister

Manjinder Singh Sirsa.

Hyderabad, Oct 23  : Advisor to the

Telangana government (SC, ST,

OBCs and Minorities) Mohammed

Ali Shabbir on Friday strongly con-

demned Prime Minister Narendra

Modi for describing Leader of the

Opposition Rahul Gandhi as a “failed

product”, asserting that a failed

Prime Minister had no moral author-

ity to ridicule a leader fighting to

protect people’s democratic and vot-

ing rights.

Reacting to Modi’s remarks at a me-

dia summit, Shabbir Ali accused the

Prime Minister of resorting to per-

sonal attacks on Rahul Gandhi and

the Nehru-Gandhi family instead of

addressing pressing issues such as

governance, unemployment, eco-

nomic distress, electoral integrity

and the functioning of democratic

institutions.

Failed PM has no right to call
Rahul a failed product : Shabbir Ali


